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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, PGOV, TS, LY 

SUBJECT: UGTT/LIBYAN COMMUNIQUE 

REF: (A) TUNIS 0135 (B) TRIPOLI 0046 (C) STATE 006036 

SUMMARY: DEC 31 LOCAL PRESS PUBLISHED "JOINT STATEMENT" 

OF UGTT/LIBYAN LABOR FEDERATIONS. DISCREPANCIES IN JANA 
AND ARABIC PRESS REPORTS SUGGEST LIBYAN JOURNALISTIC 
LICENSE EMPLOYED. IN ABSENCE OF VERBATIM TEXT OF STATEMENT, 

WE ARE UNABLE TO CONFIRM ITS ACCURACY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DEC 31 JANA ARTICLE IN ENGLISH REPORTS "JOINT STATEMENT" 

OF TUNISIAN WORKERS FEDERATION AND THE JAMAHIRIY AH TRADE 
UNIONS. ARTICLE'S LEAD CLAIMS BOTH FEDERATIONS "HAVE 
STRONGLY DENOUNCED THE TREACHERY AND SURRENDER OF EGYPTIAN 
RULER AND HAVE REAFFIRMED THEIR DETERMINATION TO FULLY 
SUPPORT THE FRONT OF STEADFASTNESS AND REJECTION." 
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2. ARTICLE THEN PROCEEDS QUOTE (A) IN A JOINT STATE- 
MENT THE TUNISIAN WORKERS FEDERATION AND THE JAMAHIRIY AH 
TRADE UNIONS FEDERATION EXTENDED FULL SUPPORT TO THE 
UNITED REGIMENTS OF THE PALESTINIANS AND DECLARED THAT 
WHAT HAS BEEN TAKEN BY FORCE WILL ONLY BE RETURNED BY 
FORCE. (B) THE TWO TRADE UNIONS STRESSED THAT THE 
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STRUGGLE WITH THE ZIONISTS WAS NOT A STRUGGLE FOR BORDERS, 
BUT IT WAS A STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EXISTENCE OF ZIONISTS. 

END QUOTE. 

3. ARTICLE THEN REPORTS THAT "STATEMENT" WAS ISSUED AFTER 
A SERIES OF MEETINGS BETWEEN TWO FEDERATIONS IN TRIPOLI 
DEC 25 AND 26, AND THAT TUNISIAN FEDERATION WILL OPEN 
BRANCH IN LIBYA FOR INTERESTS OF TUNISIAN WORKERS EMPLOYED 
HERE. ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY STRESSING FEDERATION S 
DETERMINATION TO COOPERATE "AT OFFICIAL AND PEOPLES' 

LEVEL" FOR WELFARE OF THEIR NATIONALS. 

4. DEC 31 ARABIC DAILY AL FAJR AL JIDID ALSO REPORTS 
"JOINT STATEMENT" OF TWO FEDERATIONS. AL FAJR ARTICLE 

LEAD PARAGRAPH REPORTS THAT TWO SIDES AGREED TO OPENING OF 
TUNISIAN FEDERATION BRANCH IN LIBYA TO PROTECT INTERESTS 
OF TUNISIAN WORKERS. SECOND PARAGRAPH STATES THAT TWO 
FEDERATIONS AFFIRM THEIR ABSOLUTE "SIDING WITH THE FRONT 
OF RESISTANCE AND CONFRONTATION ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE 
FRONT REFLECTS THE WILL OF THE MASSES FOR LIBERATION AND 
RETURN, AND (THE FEDERATIONS) CONSIDER THE TRIPOLI 
COMMUNIQUE (OF ARAB REJECTIONISTS SUMMIT), WHICH CALLS 
FOR UNIFICATION OF THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE, THE BEST 
REPLY TO THE ZIONISTS AND APOSTATES LED BY THE TRAITOR, 

THE RULER OF EGYPT." 
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5. ARABIC ARTICLE THEN REPORTS, IN LANGUAGE SIMILAR TO 
ENGLISH JANA ARTICLE, STATEMENTS ON ZIONISM AND BORDERS, 
AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TUNISIAN AND LIBYAN FEDERA- 
TIONS. 

6. COMPARISON OF ENGLISH AND ARABIC REPORTING ON JOINT 
STATEMENT PUBLISHED IN DEC 31 PRESS SUGGESTS THAT LEAD 
PARAGRAPH OF JANA ENGLISH VERSION INVOLVES LICENSE OF 
LIBYAN PRESS WHICH IS NOTORIOUS FOR APPENDING OR 
EDITING REPORTS TO REFLECT LOCAL VIEWPOINT. IN ABSENCE 
OF VERBATIM TEXT, WE ARE UNABLE TO CONFIRM ACCURACY OF 
LOCAL MEDIA REPORTING ON UGTT/LIBYAN "JOINT STATEMENT." 
BLUCKER 
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